242                 SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY

of them.   The most serious task of modern statesmanship
is, perhaps, to discount and to control^ these outbursts q$
collective pugnacity.   At the present time custom is only"
just beginning to exert some control over this international
pugnacity, and we are still very far from the time whe#
international law, following in the wake of custom, wijl^
render the pugnacity of nations as needless as that of thp
individuals of highly civilised states, and physical combafe|!
between them as relatively infrequent,                          1

It might seem at first sight that this instinct, whicil
leads men and societies so often to enter blindly upoji^
deadly contests that in many cases are destructive t$!
both parties, could only be a survival from man's brutal!
ancestry, and that an early and a principal feature of
social evolution would have been the eradication of tbiSJj
instinct from the human mind. But a little reflectio^
will show us that its operation, far from being whi
injurious, has been one of the essential factors in
evolution of the higher forms of social organisation, i
in fact, of those specifically social qualities of man, _,
high development of which is an essential condition J
the higher social life,

It was said above that the earliest form of h
society was in all probability the family, and, indi
it is probable that in this respect primitive man did
continue the social life of his prehuman ancestors,
what form the primitive family had, and in what
more complex forms of society were developed fi
it, are obscure and much-disputed questions, Hen|
any attempt to show how the human instincts play^
their parts in the process must be purely speculative
Nevertheless it is a legitimate and fascinating subj^f
for speculation, and we may attempt to form some noti^f
of the socialising influence of the instinct of pugnacil
among primitive men by adopting provisionally one of tlfj
most ingenious of the speculative accounts of the p*ocef|
Such is the account offered by Messrs. Atkinson ai|
Andrew Lang,1 which may be briefly sketched as for
The primitive society was a polygamous family, consi
1 Tht Primal Law.

